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Councils Agree

I

to buy Railway Line

A special meeting of Kerry Co. Councll, Listowel
Urban Councli and Tralee Urban Councl was held on
Friday, called by Chalrman of the Co. Council Tom
McEllistrim TD. it was calied as a result of the

fallure of Sh Develop t to lude the
purchase of the railway line on behalf of the Local
Authorities and thomselves.

Tom Dunne, Manager of
Shannon Development
Limited, Ogie Moran,
North Kerry Manager and
Sean O Nuanaln, alse of
SFADCo, who had been
in charge of the Rallway
Acquisition and
Programme, attended the
meeting. Explaining why
they failed to acquire the
property Tom Dunne
Manager SFADCo sald
"When CIE declded to
discontinue the railway
operation we Identified It
as a possible trail for
cyclists and walkers. We
saw It had an amenity
value. We commissioned
an International
Consuitant to do a
survey on it, his report
supported our beliefs.
We appolnted a full time
Senlor Executive to be
engaged full time on the
project, Sean O'Nuanain
worked on it since last
September and went Into
every aspect of it
including land ownership.
He saw it as having great
potential for tounsm for
the people of the two
counties. He believed
that if it was developed it
woutd be the best of its
type on these Islands.
Unfortunately we cannol
bring It to the
International standard

be beyond the resources
of SFADCo. To undertake
It out of our own
resources would be
Irresponsible. It would
not be possible for us to
go It alone. We dectded
then not to proceed with
the acqulsition. We
belleve however, that it
has pienty of potential, If
it passes to other groups
to take It up we will make
everything avaliabie to
them. It is an Irreversible
declsion because we
would not be in a
position to develop it.”

Colm Kennelly Co.
Englneer Kerry Co.
Councll "It would be a
pity to lose it at this
stage. It has great
potentlal as a tourlst
attraction and as an
amenity. When Shannon
Development did their
investigation of it thay
came up with a figure of
£1m to buy It and carry
out the work on It. If we
tose It we willi lose a
tourism amenity and an
opportunily to save the
line which could become
very important even if In
20 to 50 years time. If
the Shannon Industry
site between
Baltylongford and Tarbert
is developed In lime, it
would be a greal pity not

Point to enable it to get
to Listowel and Tralee. If
the project was to be got
up and running we could
looK at it as we did Slibh
Corcha Dhuibhne with
FAS. If we were asked to
become Involved here we
would have the expertise
and the engineering and
the equipment. The
question of having £1m
to spend on It could be
resolved. A section of it
in Listowel is required for
a relief road. That would
be acquired separately. |
think the project should
go ahead if the County
Counciliors wish the
project to be brought to
fruition.”

Senator Denis Foley
MCC “There Is no reason
why we should not set up
a Company between
Limerick Co. Council,
Kerry Co. Counclil and
others who are
Interested. At the asking
price of £180,000, the
price Is right, Farmers
along the line realise
there Is a potential In
tourlsm. We should set
up a group to discuss
this matter and It should
inciude Phil  Healy,
Chailrman of the IFA.
There are rumours that
oulside peopie are
interested in taking over
the line.”

ABANDONMENT

Clir. Ted Fitzgorald "i
support the Idea of a
meeting with a view to
taking It over In
September or October

that would be needed,
the capital and operating
and stalfing of it would

to have the railway line
available. It would only
need a hink to Ardimore

next. As a public
representative | woulkd be
totally against the

o explanation was given by Tom

Dunne of SFADCo as to why his

company made a decision to
unlialerslly pull out of an agreement
that invoived four local authoritles
withoul consulting with them. To say
that what he and Ogle Moran did was
because they did not havé the staff to
maintain the line when others did,
that Is cut the briars, was an Insuit to
those who gave their time and
Intelligence to standing for the recent
Co. Council elections. To have been
forced to admit that they did not put
the project forward for EC funding
when they themselves had
commissioned 8 report that cost
£25,000, and that report was
positive at every aspect of the
project, Is equally mystifying.
The mishandling of this project has
destroyed what little confidence North
Kerry has had In Shannon
Development. They have done very
little to ald lourlsm In North Kerry.
Look to South Kerry. The government
and Bord Fallte have committed
themselves to a total of £5m for the
Bliasket Interpretative Centre at
Dunquin and Its anclliary projects.
The government and Cork/Kerry
Tourism have committed themselves
to £700,000 for an Inlerpretative
Centre al Valentis Istand and are
funding a ferry service to tour the
Islands. There was no request from
any sector for one single penny of
putilic money for the Vaientia Project.
In the south half of the County,
Cork/Kerry Tourism and the
government combined to gel the
maximum EC funding, far In excess of
the 25% that Mr. Dunne envisaged, to
see that the tourism infrastructure Is
put in place to meet the government
plans. In North Kerry the question of
acquisition had to be faced before
development. The local authorities
had already agreed to pay their
portion and It wouid have cost
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Shannon Development way less than
the £25,000 Lhat they pald fer the
Report, 18 purchase and safeguard
the line on behalf of the local
authoritles.

Al was amazed at the statement
made by the Acting Co. Manager that
he took into account that only £280
had been raised for the project and
that If that was the limit of Inlerest
the Co. Councll would not become the
purchasing body. The raising of
finance and the making of policy Is &
function reserved for Kerry Co.
Counctitors. The role of the officlals Is
to carry out that policy when il Is
made by the elected members. John
Deasy has falien into the trap of
thinking thet state funding plus the
rales are there to pay the wages of
an ever growing County Councii staffl
and that the cost of projects should
be borne by private subscription. The
debate In Kerry Co. Councli exposes
8 serious flaw in Kerry Co. Council’s
Development Plan published in 1989.
The Co. Councll has speclfic
Objectives in it to enable them to
acquire property If necessary under
Computsory Purchase Order.

Page 13 of the Plan stales:

“The Councli [favours the
development of the short spur from
Tralee to Fenlt by the Rall
Preservation Society. This will ensure
the continued use of the line and will
be a major tourist sttraction to the
area. The Council shall aiso seek the
restoration of the rall line from Tralee
to Blennerville.”

It now becomes urgent for some
counclilor to propose an amendment
to the Development Pian lo inciude as
an acquisition the entire North Kerry
raliway line. The omission from the
Plan Is a serious flaw since at the
time Shannon Development were
slready planning to use It as a tourist
route and the matter had been
discussed at Kerry Co. Councli.

abandonment of the
line.”

Ciir. John Blennerhassett
*1 agree with Senator
Denis Foley that a smatt
cemimittee should be set
up with some experts on
It so that we will not end
up In  High Court
proceedings. I{ we lose
that railway line it will be
gone forever. °

Clir. Michael Guerin “We
must retain the right-of-
way. We recently walked
the raitway line and it iIs in
good condition. In order
to bring it into use It
needs very little done
except to have it rolled in
places to make It into a
tourist trail. The experts
agree on that. Our plan
wlll requlre little money.
CIE are asking £1,000
per mile that is a total of
£50,000 needed to buy
the right-of-way from
Tralee to Rathkeale. The
Ideal thing would be for
CIE to return the ilne to
the people. Regarding the
Interest of farmers on the
line, Lhey have a point of
view but by sitting down
we can sorl It out. it
would be of beneflit to
farmers In the area to
have it as a tourist trall.
There Is a blg potential
for agritourism along the
way. £50,000 between
four local authorities and
Shannon Development
does not put the project
beyond the bounds of
possiblity.”

Clir .James Courtney
“CIE have said they wiil
sell it to the highest
bidder, they sald that a
few years back and now
that . Shannon
Development has pulled
oul, other bodies may be
interested. There are
sufficient funds In the
county to ensure that it
would be held In public
ownership. There should
be finance available fiom
Central Authority. When a
raitway line Is closed the
local authority has priority
In acquiring it. Faliing
that, the owners of land
adjoining it get a claim.
The landowners can be
qulite reasonable. There
are very few farmers
Involved. Has the Minister
for Finance already
sllocaled some funds of
money for this?*

Clir. Mary O'Halloran,
Tralee UDC “if It is only 8
matter of £50,000
between two counties to
acquire it we can do so.
We owe It to future
generations to hold on to
Lhis rallway line. If the
Shannon Estuary s
developed In the luture
this line will become
essential for transport.
We should hold on to it
firmly. SFADCo came to
Tralee and they were on
their knees asking us lo
Join them. Why then, did
they let this go? Did they
make an appiication for
European Funds for this
project? I not | would like
to know why not.”

Cilr Tommy Foley °Saving
this railway line is a major
priotity. Private concerns
are looking at the North
Kerry Railway Line. It
should be maintained In
public ownership. The
development of the line
to Fenlt will depend on 1.
The cost of purchase and
development is minimal.
The money that we would
spend is a pittance.
Ballylongford/Tarbert
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stretch of the Shannon
Estuary could be fully

developed In 15/20
years. ”
PULL-OUT

Clir. Ned O’Sullivan “ |
already expressed my
views about the
peremptory puil-out by
Shannon Development
and their hype about the
project beforehand. We
have serious traffic
problems in Listowel and
we need a relief road
urgently. The railway is
very tmportant to this
project. The Co. Secretary
should give an assurance

that none of the
formation will be
disposed of by CIE before
ow sale can be
concluded.”

Clir. Pat Leahy said “The
money Involved s
minimal and It s
important to future
industrlallsation of
Ballyionglord Industrial
landbank. Most of our
childien depend on this
raliway line being
relalned.” Clir. Tim
Buckley said that the fine
had a wonder ful tourism
potential and that the
council should have an
active input In the
purchase [n the line. Clir.
Maeve Spring said that
the consensus of the
meeting was that the line
should be retalned and
she asked an assurance
from the Chairman that
this would happen.

Clir. Tom McEllistrim said
“It Is my feeling too that
the line should be kept in
public ownership. Some
of the property between
Tralee and Listowel, being
Tubrid Station at Ardfert,
Abbeydorney and Lixnaw
statlons, should be
examined. We should ask
that CIE would give the
first option to the Co.
Counclt and the two local
authorities to acqulre
what Is essential for rnad
development. It Is
essential to Kerry that we
should have proper
amenities for tounsts. If
North Kerry is to get
tourists some walk-way
must be developed. This
railway should stay in
public ownership. | will
insist on a meeling with
CIE.®

PRIVATE SALE
FOR CIE?

Acting County Manager
John Deasy “The
development of the walk
trail on the North Kerry
Line would be of
tremendous Importance to
North Kerry. With regard lo
the costing of it you might
consider the following. CIE
have offered the property
for public sale. They are
nol required to offer it to
the local authority or o
give a prior interest to the
local authority. When the
North Kerry Line was put
up for public sale we had
discussions with Shannon
Development. The entire
North Kerry Line and its
stalions, Listowel,
Abbeyfeate and Newcastle
Wesl are avallabie at
£180,000. Any local
authority can acquire the
railway line itseil for
£50,000. Hall of that
raitway Iine 1s in Kerry so ot
would cost £25,000 from
the Kerry border to Tralee.
It would be £500.000 for
the development of the
Kerry section. Kerry Co.
Councli have the
engineering experience to
carry out the work to top
standard. We have a
system of area engineers
In Kerry Co. Councli who
maintain the national road
nelwork in the County. i
couid cost £500,000 over
five years to develop 1.

It is surprising that no
focal group got involved in
fund-raising. in my view
Kerry Co. Council will not
get involved unless there
is support for a project in
the county. The Co.
Manager refused to get
Interested in Ballyseedy
Wood. It was costing
£25,000. He said that if
the money was collected
locally his expertise could
be used and would take it
over. We have heard that
there is a railway fund
started with £280 in it. If
that is the extent of local
interest the Co. Council
would not be very Inclined
to get Involved. There
should be substantial
interest from the
community In favour of it.
The project's success
would also depend on
support from adjoining
land owners.”

Tom Dunne, Manager
SFADCo “On the question
of EC tunding there is no
EC fund available for the
purchase of the line. There
are structural tourism
funds for such projects. It
was regarded as a good
scheme, well costed and
the benefit analysis of It
was agreed. Such a
scheme put together would
attract 20 to 25% EC
grant. We have not
submitted such a scheme
because it would be
important to put together a
cchesive scheme and we
would be happy to support
i

Cils. Denls Foley “I|
propose the setling up of a
limited company between

the varlous local
autherities to acquire the
property.”

Clir. Michael Guerin "My
colleagues from the
Limerick Railway Group
who are here have
approached FAS. The

raitway line from Rathkeale
to Tralee could provide two
hundred jobs (n ils
development. | am
disappointed with the
remarks of the Co.
Secretary, John Deasy. It is
a bit sly to say that ilts
future depends on the
question of £280 having
been ralsed for it. | ask
thal the Chairman give
right of audience to the
Limerick group who have
travelied here especially
for this meeting.”

Clir. Donis Foley asked
that the Limerick Railway
Restoration Group be
allowed to have a
spokesman heard at the
meeting. He sald "I heard
them speaking at the
Listowel meeting
‘organised by Listowel UDC
and they had many
interesting things lo say
that are of use to us.”
TJom McBlistrdm "1t is the
duty of public
representatives to
represent the public.”

Cilr. Ted Fltzgersid “| have
to refer to what the Acling
Co. Manager has said. The
representatives of the Co.
Counctl and the local
authorities In Tralee and
Listowel do not want to
have this railway line
ahandoned. | do not want
It said that donatlons of
£2R0 represent the |imit of
public interests in retaning
this line. Public Inlerest
has lo be nurtured. We
should all be in
partnership to block its
sale to any other persons.”
Citr. Ned O°Sullivan °i take
it. Manager, that finances
Irom the Co. Council can
arrange the purchase of
the Kerry section of the
hne a3t £25,000?7 Has any
costing been done on
maintaining the
formations, with or without

- state funding? Groups can

come up with projects. No
publlc representatives
would countenance the

selling of! of any part of
the formation. We should
proceed on agreement to
purchase the formation.”
Clir. Tommy Foley “On the
point raised by the Acting
Manager about Ballyseedy,
| was In the Grand Hotel at
the first meeting and £20
was put up on the table
That was the [lirst
subscription we had. It
took off from thete. When
a project like this is put
before the people they wilt
respond. In a few weeks
the Ballyseedy proje-!
raised £20,000. Wwe
always have and we always
will respond.”

John Deasy Acting Co.
Manager "By Section
16(1) of the Railway Act
1932 CiE has the nght to
sell to whoever they think
proper. It Is my view that
these  North  Kerry
buildings do not need to
be acquired. The buildings
In Listowel could be
acquired by a private
person who is in sympathy
with the project
acquisition. | would like to
see In the first place the
re-opening of the Nort
Ketry Line and my next
priority would be to have
the local authority acquire
the line and to develop it
as an amenity so that we
can retain the right of way
for the benefit of the
raltway in the future.”
Colm Kennelly “If the
project Is develope i
would have o oo
developed o the highir it
standard. That is where
the one million pound
deveiopment money is
involved. | say If you are
going to do this jcb, d»
properly. We will then hove
a good permanent way
Maintenance of the line
would not cost more than
£200/£300 per mile per
annum to retain i in gnnd
condition.”

Ogle Moran, Kerry
Manager of SFADCo " Al
parties are in aprermont
that the hine has great
potential. Colm Kennelly 1s
right when he says if we
are going for it we shouid
go lor qualty. if £1.2m s
spent to develop it it A
certainty attract viset -«
Forming a group cr
company to develop 1t
coukd be fleshed cut. We
would have a role to pia,
and finance [RY
development and tourism
grants. Our role would be
to supporl the urban and
county counclls with cash
We would have to raise
about £300,000 over a
period of three to four
years. Our reason for not
continuing is that we wouls
not have the staff tn
maintain it.°

Tom McEllistdm Chalrman
“Our next meeting widl e
with CIE. They promisey
that they will not do
anything with the property
until we meel them \o»
agree that the line shnuis
be maintained In pubiic
ownership.®

Clir. Denis Foley gase
notice that he will be
putting a Motlion belore
Kerry Co. Council ask ng
that a special meeting of
the Council be heldg 1o
discuss the propnse:
purchase of the ra:'s 4,
fine from Ballinagarane 1o
benefit the developmer. of
tourism within MNorth
Kerry *

French P.M.
Visits Kerry

Mr. Recard the forme-
Prime Minister of France
added h!s name to the
long list of famous pecpe
who visiled Kerry thi<
year and Is presently
having 8 break away from
It all at the renowned

Park Hotel in Kenmare.




